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May 5, 2009 
Community Shares Sets New Record with 2008 Fundraising 

 
Columbus, OH - Community Shares of Mid Ohio (CoSMO) raised a record 

setting $741,000 from workplace campaigns in 2008 – an annual increase of ten 

percent from 2007.  Community Shares has had double digit increases in giving 

every year for over fifteen years. Donations generated from workplace payroll 

contribution campaigns for Community Shares fifty-seven non-profit members 

provide critical funding for vital services and lasting solutions in the central 

Ohio area. 

 

“In spite of – or perhaps because of- the challenging economy and increase in 

critical needs in our communities, donors have responded with generosity and 

compassion,” said Melissa Magers, Executive Director of Community Shares of 

Mid Ohio.  “We are both humbled and thrilled with the increase in our work-

place contributions and the response to help others in crisis.  Folks recognize 

the important work of our member agencies and have stepped up to help.  We 

are so very grateful to these wonderful donors who have contributed so much.” 

 

In 2008, CoSMO added five new organizations including Columbus Landmarks 

Foundation, Appalachian Nutrition Network, Heart of the City, Greater Linden 

Development Corporation and Center for Humane Options in Childbirth Ex-

perience (CHOICE).  CoSMO and its member organizations were also offered 

as new charitable giving choices for payroll contributions to employees at four 

new workplaces, including Worthington City Schools, Upper Arlington City 

Schools, Hilliard City School and the City of Dublin. 

 

"Despite our unprecedented economy, Central Ohio has opened their hearts... 

and wallets to deserving causes.  The evidence demonstrates that donors respect 

and respond to having the choice to select where their own philanthropic dollar 

is directed," said Tom Tootle, Board President for Community Shares of Mid 

Ohio. 

 

With over 15 years of success in workplace fundraising and distributions of 

over $2.5 million to its members, Community Shares of Mid Ohio assists local 

area non-profits in new options to receive donations. Through workplace fund-

raising drives done in public and private sector workplaces, employees are 

given the opportunity to donate directly to the non-profit agencies they care 

about most through payroll contributions.  
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