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August 13, 2009 

 

Community Shares Announces COSMO  

Award Ceremony Recipients 

 
Columbus, OH – Community Shares of Mid Ohio (CoSMO) held their second 

annual COSMO Award Ceremony on Wednesday, August 12 at 5:00 p.m. at the 

Ohio Statehouse Atrium. The award ceremony recognized individuals and or-

ganizations in Central Ohio that have made a significant contribution to build-

ing a stronger community. 

 

The COSMO Workplace Campaign Award was given to a CoSMO participat-

ing employer that has distinguished itself by encouraging its employees to par-

ticipate in CoSMO campaigns. The 2009 recipient was Worthington City 

Schools, who was recognized for the expansion of their workplace giving cam-

paign to include Community Shares and its member agencies, increasing the 

range of giving options for their employees and their support of local, commu-

nity based non-profits. 

 

The COSMO Sonya Mawhorter Volunteer Award was given to an individual 

who has actively contributed to CoSMO in a significant and positive way. The 

Volunteer Award is named for Sonya Mawhorter, a board representative for the 

Ohio League for the Mentally Retarded, who passed away in 2008. The 2009 

recipient was Jeff Whiting, board representative for Kaleidoscope Youth Cen-

ter, for his leadership as Chair of the Communications Committee and service 

as CoSMO Board Secretary. 

The COSMO Public Service Award was given to an individual who has encour-

aged the participation of public sector employees in CoSMO campaigns. The 

2009 recipient was Michele Bondurant, who was recognized for her leadership 

of The Ohio State University ―Bucks For Charity‖ Community Charitable Drive 

which for several years under Bondurant’s direction has raised over $1 million 

annually for local nonprofits through the generosity of OSU employees. 
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— continued 

The COSMO Reporting Award was for the best media coverage in Central 

Ohio about social justice issues.  Nominations can be for individuals, specific 

news stories or news organizations in print, radio, television or the Internet. The 

2009 recipient was Simply Living and WCRS, who was recognized for provid-

ing and encouraging local community programming. Their shows provide rep-

resentation for under-served and under-represented people and viewpoints.  

 

The COSMO Member of the Year Award was given to the CoSMO member 

organization that has made the most notable and significant contributions to 

building a stronger local community. The 2009 recipient was CASA of Franklin 

County.  For 18 years, CASA has provided powerful volunteer advocates for 

737 abused and neglected children, strengthening families and assuring these 

children a safe and permanent home. Fewer than 4 percent of children served by 

CASA re-enter the system. 

 

CASA takes on the most difficult cases including children who have been sexu-

ally and physically abused, newborns to 3 years of age with multiple issues, and 

children who have witnessed domestic violence in the home.  CASA’s volun-

teer based GAL program is the only way for community members to get in-

volved in the juvenile court system.  These are everyday volunteers practicing 

social justice by making a difference ….one child at a time. 

 

 ―Central Ohio has so many generous donors and volunteers.  We are delighted 

with this opportunity to recognize those who have contributed to strong, healthy 

communities,‖ said Community Shares Executive Director Melissa Magers. 

 

Nominees were submitted by board members of Community Shares of Mid 

Ohio. The board’s workplace campaign committee selected the winners from 

the submitted nominees.  

 

With 16 years of success in workplace fundraising including annual double 

digit growth, Community Shares of Mid Ohio assists local area non-profits in 

new options to receive donations. Through workplace fundraising drives done 

in public and private sector workplaces, employees are given the opportunity to 

donate directly to the non-profit agencies they care about most through payroll 

contributions.   
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